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The thrilling prequel to Redwall. The clever and greedy wildcat Tsarmina becomes ruler of all

Mossflower Woods and is determined to govern the peaceful woodlanders with an iron paw. --This

text refers to the Mass Market Paperback edition.
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One series to rule them all...A dark army that has overrun the land. An unlikely hero on sent on an

epic quest. A sword that is broken and forged anew. A search for the lost king. I could easily be

describing Lord of the Rings! I have read several books in this amazing series (and shall not stop till

I have read them all), but so far this one is undoubtedly my favorite. When you read Redwall and

Mattimeo (and some of the other books in the series), you feel as if it's set in the present. But when

you read the books about Martin the Warrior, the legendary hero of Redwall Abbey...The time of

great heroesWhat can I say, reading Mossflower is like reading a book about the legend of King

Arthur or Robin Hood. You're stepping back in time to an era when villains were more wicked,

heroes were more brave, and the country was more wild. The story begins with Martin entering the

country of Mossflower and then swiftly being imprisoned because he is carrying a sword. The

ultimate climax of the book is set up swiftly when Martin swears vengeance upon the evil Queen of

the land (who in an awesome scene breaks Martin's sword and tells the guards to have him wear it

around his neck). But even for the Hero Martin, vengeance doesn't come easy.Have you ever been

on a quest?Like Redwall, there is a major sidequest for our hero to embark upon (you can't kill the



main villain with a broken sword now can you?), involving a search for the old Badger Lord king of

Mossflower. Also like Redwall, there will be clues to unravel, friends to make, and alliances to forge.

And like the great Lord of the Rings, there will also be beautiful songs to sing and poems to

read.Hungry yet?

The Redwall series was recommended to me by my own readers, who recognized a similarity

between the writing style, animorphism, and medieval setting of my own debut novel "The Other

Side of Yore" and of Brian Jaques' famous books. As I learned more about the books, I was

amazed that the books had escaped my attention for so long. Sure I had heard the name in

passing, but I really didn't know what the books were about, and had probably passed them over as

too child-oriented when I was a young blossoming fan of fantasy. Boy, had i been missing out!

Mossflower may be the best YA fantasy book I've read since "The Hobbit," maybe even surpassing

"The Chronicles of Narnia" for imagination, superb writing skill, literary worth, and sheer reading

enjoyment! Far from being just a book for young adults, I am well over thirty and highly critical of

most fiction books, and was unable to put the book down. Not only does Jaques write in an

incredibly skillful and beautiful style, but his plots and subplots are nothing short of genious. The

character developement of the animorphed creatures is far superior to even the average bestselling

author of fiction starring realistic human characters. Jaques is a master of dialogue and dialect, and

I especially enjoyed the strange coloquial mole-speech;"Hurr, Oi be liken it moiself better'n any

deeper-n'-ever pie oive et, stan' on moi hole!" The triumphs, determinations, and gallant speeches

of Martin the Warrior actually brought tears to my eyes a few times during the tale, and the antics

and humorous songs and poems of Gonff made me laugh out loud more than once.
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